[THROMBOCYTOPENIA, LEG EDEMA AND SHORTNESS OF BREATH FOLLOWING CORONARY ARTERY BYPASS SURGERY].
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) is the most important non-hemorrhagic complication of heparin treatment. We report a case of a major thromboembolic event accompanied by thrombocytopenia following heparin exposure during coronary artery bypass graft surgery. Thrombocytopenia was documented one month after the surgery, and a major thromboembolic event which led to the patient's death diagnosed 6 weeks after heparin exposure. We discuss the pathophysiology and clinical aspects of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia, focusing on the unique features of this patient, including late persistent thrombocytopenia.